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WILLIAM QUAN JUDGE, 
writing of theosophic move. | and friend of all creatures,” those wha 


“Julius,” 
ments, calla attention to the trials by 
which these movements are led. To go 
no further than last century she instan- 
ces St. Germain, Cagliostro, and Mes 
mer. In this era we bave H. P. B, 
Col. Olcott, and Mr. Judge. His execu. 
tive capacities have to some extent over- 
shadowed his personal aud literary 
qualities. As "the greatest of the exiles, 


know him will testify to the first, and 
as jomnt-traoslator of tho Bhagay ad Gita 
and Patanjali's Aphorisms, and author 
of "Echoes of the Orient,” “The Ocean 
of Theosophy” and ‘Letters that Have 
Helped Me,” his direct and forc- 
ible style is familiar. Mr. Judge is 
un Irishman, and was educated in 
Dublin. 
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FHEVSOFHY AND MODERN SCIENCE | Matter, Spirit, the root of snbjective 
> =——— or thinking existence; and -Matter, the 
I think it may be truthfully stated | røot of substantial objective life. -The 
that Theosophy stands alone as a CO | interaction of these two principles, we 
herent theory of the universe. It gives) are told, builds up the whole fabric of 
a complete -explanation of every prin-| the universe Planets. beings, and 
ciple that has come within thè cogniz | finally man. So that such a being as an 
ance of the buman mind, __.| anthropomorphic God is quite as foreign 
Its structure is a peculiar interlacing | to Theosophy as to moderu science, 
of Science, Philosophy, and Religion;| When Deity is spoken of. the idea nn- 
and the blending is harmoniousand com | derlying is siinilar to Spencer's Infinite 
plete. f Te Sternal Enerzy which is behind all and 
Spencer bas pointed ont (Priuciples} nevond all" or “The Unknowable” Tn- 
of Psychology Vol. 1, Sec. 206) that.| Qeed. according to Schopenhauer, ‘the 
“Progression from the lower to thejideaand revelation of a personal God 
higher is, throughout, a progression to-| Orivinated in but one nation only, viz., 
wards greater specialty and complexity | the Jews: being subsequently propagat- 
of correspondence. Each more zeneral| eñ in the two relizious systelus which 
relation has become known through the) proceed from Judaism, viz., Christiaan- 
experience of relations a degree less] it;- and Jivho:etanisin.” 
general.” Modern Science tells us thatthe whole 
The conceptions of high generality] universeis baili wp by the two princi- 
and great complication of correspond- {ples Force imul Matter, but force and 
ence advanced by Theosophy are, there | matter are endowed with vitality and 
fore, evidence that the genesis of the| intelligence. X 
thought which has evolved it, either| Althongh tue theory of evolution is 
dates prior to, or has been more persist-| but a thing of yesterday in modern 
ent than that which has produced] scientific thought, ithas been tanght, we 
modern science; for Theosonhv not only | are told. for thonaamls of years by the 
includes all that modern scientists hare! propounders of thessuply. Spirit and 
learned but it contains much more. [i Matter, they tell us, develop on seven 
fact science has barely reached the) pinnes of conscionsaess, Le., they mani- 
borderland of Theosophy. teston seven different principles, and 
Modern science tells ua that man con | everythingin nature contains theseseven 
tains all the elements that he has, so| principles, either latent or potent. They 
far, discovered in the universe. are divided into two groups of four ob- 
Theosophy teaches that man is an} jective or material; ami tisree subjective 
epitome of tha universe; and that wel or spiritual. 
ean comprehend the cosniva only insof In “Principles of Psychology,” Vol. 1, 
far as we understand onr own nature. | Sev. 10, Spencer suys “we need only 
Buchner remarks that “the great| pursue the synthesis a Step further to 
ocean of mankind moves according to! see how memory results from the same 
the same laws as the sen . . . It! nrocessofdevelopment by which instinct 
is the innerwiost nature of both toebb becoming more and more cotuplicated, 
and flow.” finally werges into the hizher forms of 
The greatest elaboration of the Nebu-| physical action. Some clue will be 
lar hypothesis supposes eternal succes- | gained on observing that while, on the 
sions of nebulosity and planetary ex | one hand, instinct may be regarded asa 
isteuce of the solar and all siiniar| kind of orgunised memory; on the other 
systews in the universe. And tue facts; hand mné:nory may be regarded asa kind 
attained throngh scientific investivatiou, of ineinient iustinec ” 
in Geology, Physiology, Chewistry, aud | If “iustinet may be regarded asa kind 
in every departiwent, indicate, every-| of orgiuized memory,” the question, — 
where in nature, an underlying law of) Who is it that rememnlers?7—becomes 
cycles, Occult Science teaches n simi-) pertinent. 
lar ebb and flow throughout she uni-| At one time science divided the do- 
verse, anil that the universe itself usa! muin of nature into three wrand divis- 
whole, is subject to the sawe law oflions, the wineral, vegetable and ani- 
alternation; having its day and nicht) mil. 
called manvantara and praluya. The’ More recently the divisions were re- 
dawn of a manvautara is ssid tu be the) duced to two: the organic wod the ingr- 
going into action of the upposite poles | ganic. The gulf between these wag 
of Paralrat Sih are spiri amd! faeeritta be inpossiie Now, how- 
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ever, the line of distinction bas totaily 
disappeared. Numerous forms of ex 
istence have been found that partale of 
the properties of both, and cannot right- 
ly be classed with either. ‘These formis," 
says Buchner (Force and Matter, p. 70) 
“stand on the borderland between or- 
ganic and inorganic bodies. . . . . 
In point of fact, the remarkable proteid 
or albuminoid crystals discovered by 
Reichert in 1849, or Nageli’s so called 
“erystalloids,” which behave exactly 
like organic bodies and exhibit all the 


pecular properties of protoplasm, prac- 


tically fill up the apparent gnif between 
cell and crystal, nr between the inor- 
ganic world and the organized cellular 
furmations of the plant and animal 
worlds. In fact, a crystailoid can only 
be regarded as a crystallized cell or cell- 
like crystal; we are constrained to agree 
with Nageli when, basing his opinions up- 
ou such facts, hedeclares that the differ. 
ence between organic and inorganic is 
no other than that which exists between 
the simple and the complex.” 

Prof. Crooks, in the Forum for Dec. 
1888, says "One of the more recent, and 
at the same time one of the most iw- 
portant, lessons taught by chemical re- 
search, is the overthrow of the suppos 
ed absolute distinction between organic 
and inorganic matter. When Wohler 
formed urea artificially this distinction 
was annulled, and chemists now con- 
sider the production of any organic 
compound whatever, independent of the 
ald of living plants or animals, a mere 
question of time and skill! We may yet 
succeed in taking oxygen, hydrogen, 
carbon and nitrogen as they occur in 
the air and in the water and generating 
from them sugar, starch, glycerine. 
fatty acids, organic bases, etc.” It may 
be added that no naine stands bigher 
in the domain of chemistry than that of 
Crooks. 

Between the vegetable and animal 
kingdoins the overlapping is still more 
obvious, and distinction is still more 
difficult than between the mineral and 
vegetable kingdoms. Again, there are 
idiots whose intelligence is far below 
that of the chimpanzee, and between 
the lowest idiot and the highest man 
there are intermediate individuals pos- 
sessing all degrees of intelligence; so that 
between the highest man and the low- 
est piece of niatter there is no line of 
absolute distinction known to science. 
Occult science explaius that there is uo 
line of distinction; that every entity in 
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that all are traveiers on the row to final 
perfection, i. @, to the capability of 
functioning on any or all of the seven 
planes of consciousness-; that the an- 
parent difference betwean entities of 
different kingdoms is simply a diifer- 
ence of the plane of couscionsness on 
which the entities are functioning. 

Buchner who has been called the 
Gerinan Huxley, and is also one of the 
most pronounced and uncompromising 
of modern imateriulists, says (“‘Foree 
and Matter," p. 337), “Among the mys- 
tical notions so distructive of all clear 
ness of idea in natural philosopis. 
which were put forward ata time deñ 
cient in knowledge of nature, and whick. 
modern research has entirely thrown 
overboard, we may reckon mere partic- 
ularly the idea of so-called vital force. 
í That murvelous and apparently 
incomprehensible physiological activity 
of the animal body, the nervous, is now 
having a new light thrown apon it by 
uatural philosopliy, and every day it is 
becoming more obvious that electricity, 
a well known natural furce, plivs a 
most important part in these organic 
phenomena.” Occult science tuicues 
that there is no such thing as dead mit- 
ter in the universe. and thub electricity 
is one of the aspects of the universal lite 
which permeates every foru of exist- 
ence. 

Science has recently arrive at the 
conclusion that all material forms are 
compesed of atoms vibrating in ether. 
Occult science has long tunght that 
master as we see it is substauce or tie 
atom in vibration; and that the whole 
of nature is wrapped about m un aspect 
of the akasha, and that thea ether of 
modern physics is the lowest grade of 
the akasha, Occult science tells us tliat 
there is vet one force inany uiillion 
times more potent to be reached on this 
plane of consciousness, Iu the “New 
Science Review” for October, W. L. 
Scott gives an account of i new force 
said to be discovered by Keely. which, 
he says, ‘'is neither electricity, masie- 
tism, nor gravity, nor any of the other 
sources of energy with which we are 
acquainted, bnt consideribly nira 
powerful than these." Lt is tonuisd 
upon theatomic vibration theory, Keely 
claims that if one strikes, for example, 
“the syinputhetic chord, or sume uver- 
tones thereof,” of quartzose rock, tau 
cohesion of the quartz will be overtone, 
andit will rapidly break up into Rus 
powder. W., L. Scott says he has ov 


the universe is an epitome of the whoic, s rved that the bees have anilelp cle 
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Keely in the discovery of this force. He 
says ‘‘the seemingly purposeless waste 
of time often incurred by bees in hov- 
ering justover a flower whose anthers 
are barely ripe, their wings emitting a 
steady hum, had the effect, in the ma- 
jority of cases watched by him. of 
bursting the anthers”; and he subse 
quently found that "the fruactification 
of flowers could be visibly facilitated 
by sustaining the note of a bee's hum 
upon a concertina, in the immediate 
vicinity of the blossom.” 

“The magazine Light for August. 
93, (I quote from “Modern Theosopliv,” 
by C. F. Wright, p. 93.) “reports an 
interview with Mr. G. Bell, the inventor 
of the iinproved telephone, who. after 
expounding his method of seeing by 
electricity, discussed seriously the pos-! 
sibility of thinking at a distance by) 
electricity. Prof. Bell premises thar! 
the human mind is a kind of electrici] 
reservoir, and that thinking is an elec- 
trical disturbance, Therefore the poa | 
sibilitiesof setting up in one brain a 
disturbance corresponding to what is 
going on in another, so that, thongh the 
persons be thousands of miles apart, the 
one receives instantly the thoughts of 
the other; appears to him mainly to de- 
pend upon the discovery or a’‘snitable 
medium. This medium has long been 
‘discovered’ by the Ovcultists, Itis the 
Astral Light. 

The Occult Philosophy teaches that 
progress to higber piaues can be hasten 
ed by obtuining control of the forces 
and circumstances of our inyironwent 
instead of permitting them to control 
us, In otber words by acting accord 
ing to conscience in spite of opposition. 

Wx. SCOTT. 
j 


SCRIPTURE CLASS NOTES, 


The First Epistio of Parer 


Peter, James and Jolin, aH three dis- 
play in their writings the greutest 
familiarity with the esoteric teachings’ 
of the religious mysteries. To the an- 
initiated this is most evident in the use 
of technical language derived from the 
arcana, The reference to the third or 
bigbest of the Eleusimian mysteries 
(epouteusantes) in ii 12 is an exaimple, 
and in verse 2 of the same chapter the 
“logikon adolon gala,” the ‘pure spirit: 
ual mulk,” carries us back to the Hindu 
Vach, the sacred cow, the Nourisler, 
The conception of the redeemed, as liv 
ing stones, built into a wail, wiih the 
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“Voice of the Silence” tells us is for the 
protection of the race, is likawise sug- 
gestive. Peter's idea of redemption is 
through faith in God. i. 21, through the 
teaching of Jesus. The spirit of Christ, 
tlhe inspiration of this revelation 
or teaching. testified to the prophets of 
oll. i. 11. This Christ, the Logos, or 
Word of God. i, 23, or Spirit, is to he 
sauctifiel in the heart as Lord, iii, 15, 
and we are to partake of the ‘“‘snifer- 
ings" of this Christ Spirit and rejoice in- 
souluch as we partake of them, iy, 18. 
This Spirit of Christ heidentifies, iv. 14, 
with the Baddhic principle, of wisdom, 
illumination, or Glory, so that the union 
of Manas and Buildhi. in theosophic 
phraseology. is clearly intenlel. ‘Lhe 
“suiferings,” iv, 1, aud elsewhere, are 
connected with the paschal types gen- 
erally, butsoimany wolera thealogical 
ideas are associated with the thoucht ag 
to cover the spiritual sense. It is neces- 
sary that we all “sufar.” vy, 10, aad 
there is no substitutional means where- 
by we may escape the natural methods 


of growth, spiritaal or otherwise 
We haye to achieve a holiness eqnal 
to the Father's, i, 17, to be 


” 


“perfect even as He is perfect,” as had 
been said earlier, und finally ‘restored, 
stablished and strengthened.” Peter's 
ethies might be describe] as entirely 
personal, if each does his dnty the 
duty of the whole will be uecomplisned. 
Like James he lavs great stress on hu- 
mility, and on pure speech, iii, 8—12, 
The modern custom of impnting all 
eviland diabolisis to every one of a 
different way of thinking from one's 
own is scarcely apostolic, and the ex- 
pression Of sneli imputitions is directly 
opposed to apostolic precepts. 

The reference to Noah and the ark is 
interesting to the schular, connecting 
the old world legends with the Christian 
philosophy, The Boole of Enoch may 
be read with some value, as throwing 
light on the source of these ideas. The 
“spirits in prison, which aforetime were 
disobedient," may most readily be 
identified with ourselves, in the “bond- 
age of the flesh,” who are now saved, 
“after a true likeness,” by “baptism,” 
iii. 21, the ‘mystical washing away of 
sin.” Muy our “kosmos” then ba of 
“the hidden man of the heart,” iii. 4. 


The Mamreoy family are publishing 
a lite of lessat Nassar, Jesus the Naza- 
rene, bused on Jewish and other tradi- 
tion und history, 
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INTERNATIONAL 5. S. LESSONS. 


Decetther 20. Isaiah ix: 2-7. 

Yhe Christmas festival of modern 
times is characterized by features 
derived from the relivions observances 
of every nation. The Mother and Child 
are found in ancient Egypt, the Christ- 
mas tree is the tree of life, the Yedrasil, 
the Asvattha, the holly and mistletoe 
come from the Drnids, and so we may 
trace all our other observances. The 
astrouomical symbolism of the Sun 
reaching the southern limit of its jour- 
ney on the 21st of December, remaining 
three daysin the balance, and ascending 
again, or being reborn on the 25th leads 
to the fixing of that date as the birthday 
of all the worid saviours, Horus, Mithra. 
Kristna, Buddha. etc. This Saviour, 
the Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, is 
not of conrse the Being to whom Chris- 
tians und others pray for success in their 
wars, but the adversary of all strife, He 
who rules by non-resistance, of the in 


increase of whose governinent and 
peace there shall be no end. His King 


dom is certainly not of this world. 
December 30. Review. 

Jesus Clirist the same yesterday, and 
to-day and forever. Heb. xiii. $. This 
test alone would be sufficient to empha- 
size the purely spiritual aspect of the 
true Christian ideal. It was not the 
man, who was born. who ‘grew in 
stature and who died, but the Spirit, 
the Christos, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and unto the ayes, on which rests the 
whole religions life. While churches 
and philosophies continue to materialize 
these conceptions, there can be no gen 
eral realization of the facts of the higher 
planes of existence. This Christis truly 
the “I am,” the very affirmation of 
Being, the “consuming fire” of life in all 
its phases, ever the noumenal potency, 
never the changing and trausitory phe- 
nomenon, 

January, Mark vi: 17-29. , 

The Curistian spirit is not one of con- 
demuation; it distinguishes between the 
sin wud the sinner, denounces the one 
aud warns the other. Modern theology 
hus lost sight of this, and this passaye is 
Mainly cited to hold up Herod to repro- 
bation. While we abhor his conduct 


and deplore lis weakness there is more) 
to be gained from u stucy of the central | 


figure, Jolin the Baptist, himself. As a 
reincarnation of the prophet Elijah, 
(Matt. xi, 14, xvii, 1218; Luke i, 17) we 
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of Karma. Herod himself presents au 
interesting parallel with Ahab, bunt 1 
study of I Kings will clearly indicate 
the causes that result in the oceurrancs3 
of John’s life, “They that take it» 
sword shall perish with the swor’?.” 
Math xsvi, 52, and he who slew tr 
prophets of Baal. I Kings xviii, 40, ios 
reaps what he bas sown. Yet woe mito 
Herod by whoin the offence came. Matt. 
xviii, 7. If we see Jezebel in Herodliss, 
the vindictiveness she displays is ex- 
plained by the nnfulfilled passion of the 
earlier life, I Kings, xix, 2. 
January 13, Mark VIL; 30-44, 

They were as sheep not having a 
shepherd, aud He began to teach them 
many things.” The disciples had taught 
them all they knew, but they had only 
five principles, uud the two spiritual 
faculties were not yet in their gift. 
Only at the hands of a Mastsr was this 
food satisfying, and it is only the five 
thousand who are worthy to receive it. 
He taught them many things, for the 
Path is not so plain as some faucy, and 
there was left of the fragments, for 
knowledge does not cease by spreading, 
twelve baskets full, the twelve great 
signs that embody all knowledge. Mar 
does not live by bread alone, but by the 
Word. In the kindred allegory of Mat 
thew xv. 32, in which he feeds them 
with the fuller knowledge of the seven 
loaves they had been in the wilderness 
for the mystical tliree days of initiation, 
The actual multiplication of the lwves 
is Of course, less important thau the 
spiritual truth it typifies, and is reidily 
credible to those acquainted wit] the 
yoga practices of the Bast. 


THE LOCAL BRANCH. 


Increased interest has been obserred 
in the work of the Society during tho 
past mouth, An attempt is being mule 
to organize the women’s work and goc 7 
results are expected. The Sunda 
morning meeting has been changed t 
4o'clock in the afternoon and the con 
duct of this meeting is placed in charge 
of Mr. Smythe. The change will take 
effect from the first Sunday after New 
Year. The papers on Sanday evenings 

tive been of high quality and the sub- 
stance of Mr. Scott's is publishe] in 
this issue of THe Lasp. Mr. Derretis 
paper on “The Christian's Vow," Mr. 
Mason's on ‘Theosophy and Curistian 
ity’ and Mr. James’ almost too exiinust 
ive paper on “Reincarmiicion,” wre ari 
dentes of the valne of the new blood 


have a striking er:uuple of the operation! lately added to the Suciety, 


THE 


VRIDAY FRAGMENTS. 


Tar only possible solution to the old 
problems of freewill and foreordina- 
tion are to be found in the operation of 
Karma throngh reincarnation. 


IXARMA Cues not necessarily imply a 
tir forte? retaliation between indiyi- 
daals, Tris rahor the work of Nature’s 
Clesring henge in which all balances are 
ofignsted, an Toaccounts settlod, each re- 
ceiving biy exact dine, 


OVEONESTS Of theasophy never criti- 
cize tie teaching of the Masters. They 
costio themselves to speaking evil 
hings of persous engaged in promoting 
ovement. ignoring its ethics, its 
philosophy und its science, 


Tr we could make the material condi 
tions of life perfectly satisfactory to 
every one, no overwork, no discomfort, 
all desires gratifiel, wouid it not tend 
ratuer to develop the sensuons and 
sensual qualities of our nature than the 
epiritunlY 


Eyury man chooses the body he lives 
m, He would not chanye for another 
o any account, fur be knows inwardly 
Thaitieis vetter suited for him to gain 
tue experience he is seeking than auy 
other. You may wish to occupy an 
oraers position in life, to have his 
Chournwuities, ete., but you wish to 
nap the body you have prepared for 
varse. If you ave sick, you wish to 

vuar body well, or leave it, but not 
tsenter augtaer’s. You made it yonr 
scit wich the materials placed at your 
Ginpcsal by heredity according to your 
Wura or desert. 


Tir memory of past lives might be 
filkened to the memory of dreams that 
have been forgotten but which soule- 
thing enl to mind, They are recog- 
nized at once as an experience of the 
self, the ego, and not of somebody else. 
You know that you are the same entity 
which received the impression in the 
dream state who now recalls it in the 
Waking state. When yon coine to 
reyiember past lives you will bave the 
same consciousness of identity, of a 
persistent, continuous self, you will 
recognize the events of past lives as 
part of your own expery<nces and no 
one else's, 
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If YOU HELP US. WR'LL HELP YOU! 


Our friends speak so highly of Tax 
Lamp that we feel we can go before the 
public and solicit subscriptions with a 
cousciousness of giving very good value 
in return for the small amount charged. 


To still further encourage our frienda 
to help us we have arranged to take one 
dollar for five subscriptions, so that if 
you can canvass mnong your circle you 
may add to our subscription list and 
your owa resources also. 


We haye also arranged to offer the 
following premiums to those who wish 
to add to their own libraries or that of 
their branches. Everyone should tale 
note of this opportunity. 

To anvone sending us Ten new sub- 
scribers’ nuuies and addresses with 32,50 
we will send a copy of The Voice of 
the Silence,” by H. P. B., published at 
Tacts. 

To anyoue sending us Twenty new 
snbseribers with $3 we will send “Thè 
Key to Theosophy” by H. P. B. Pub- 
lished at $1.50. 


To auyone sending us Fifty new sub- 
scribers with $12 50 we will send "Five 
Years of Theosophy” by H. P. B. and 
others; published at $3.25, or “Tha 
Thevsaphical Glossary,” by H. P. B., 
published at $5.50, 

Tsanyone sending us One Hundred 
snuscribers with $25 we will send ‘Isis 
Unveiled," 2 vols., by H. P, B. Pub 
lisned at $7.59. 

To anyone sending us Two Hundred 
subscribers with $50 we will send “The 
Seeret Doctrine,” 3 vois, by H. P. B. 


Published at $12.50. 


When several members in one placa 
desire to get any of these books for their 
Branch they may unite their subscrip- 
tions in order to make up the requisite 
number. 


Subscriptions may be sent in as taken, 
but notice must be given that itis de- 
sired tò reckon them for premiums, 


Of course those who prefer to remit 
One Dollar for each five subscribers may 
do 30, but we cannot allow discount and 
achauce for promiuwsulso, If, however, 
anyone should fail in securing less than 
the requisite number in any of the com- 
petitions, we will refund the 20 per 
cent. discount, 


This Preminm Competition will be 
closed on the ist February, 1895. k 
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THE REAL JESUS. 


There is an impression that the so- 
called higher criticism is but a whim of 
a few German professors not desiring 
the name of theologians. This is not s0 
—itisa part of the scientific and phil- 
osopbic movement of the age. It is the 
application to the origins vf Christianity 
of that search for causes which has so 
largely reconstructed the history of onr 
race. By means of this criticism the 
stories of the great nations of antiquity 
have been told afreeh. The philosophical 
schools have taken their places one 
after another in order. 

The same method is to be applied to 
the Bible. This aplication is no new 
thing, but the last 30 years have wit- 
nessel a great advance iu critical ii- 
quiry into the Old Testament, and a 
victory has been won all along the line, 
The Regins Professor of Hebrew at 
Oxtord now teaches what his predeces- 
sor would have regarded as rank blås- 
pheiny. 

Neither can the New Testament be 
longer regarded us a special sunernatur 
al disclosure. Every labor possible hus 
been expeuded on the story of the life 
of Christ. The text of the Gospels has 
been restored with the ininutess care. 
Archaeology has rebuilt the scene in 
which Christ moved. Capernaum an1 
the Via Dolorosa of Jerusalen have been 
visited. The wen who have done tnis 
work have coimpured their records and 
have discovereil that the Fourth Gospel 
must. be explained by the fact that both 
the words and the thoughts of Jesns 
were translated into Greek, One sig 
nificant factis brought out of the con- 
fusion: The first existing record of the 
life and teaching of Jesus is to be found 
in the Gospel of Mark. 

All this has had one immediate result 
—Jesus is no longer presented to us as 
the founder of a church, the institutor 
of a new priesthood; neither is he 
thought of as a victim of 2 substitution- 
al atonement born ouly to die. The 
modern student cannot take the narra 
tives ani determine the nature of Jesus 
by collecting the texts. He knows that 
lnstory lies behind each one of the terms 
“Christ,” “Lord,” "Son of Man,” “Son 
of God.” As he proceeds he must inake 
a double investigation, First, what 
does the Gospei record mean? What 
did the evanyelist suppose he was say- 
ing’ Second, how far does the record 
represent the language and ideas of 
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Jesus? Is if always a faithful report? 
If not, what has caused the truusfornms 
tion? 

We rmust deai with the thoughts of 
Jesus as did the author of the Fourth 
Gospel. We must translate them into 
the forms of our own times. What we 
sinnot assimilate we must discard and 
admit that it is obsolete for us. The 
cosmos as we know it is on asenle of 
which the prophet of Nazareth lad nr 
conception.—Prof. J. Estlin Carpeuter, 
Oxford, England. 


“THE MUSIC OF SPEECH.” 


Mr. Fransis Josef Broun, of the Del- 
sarte College of Oratory and President 
of the Canadian Society of Elocution- 
ists, has just published a work on voice 
eultnre, entitled as above, whicn it is 
safe to sity is unique in western litera- 
ture, Pounded to some extent on the 
Delsartean philosophy, it is remarkable 
chiefiy for a vast amount of painstaking 
auulysis of our ordinary English speech, 
with results which must be of striking 
significance to the student uufiumiliar 
with the Hindu science of mantrams. 
This is all the more so as Mr. Brown's 
conclusions are entirely original and 
independent of any acquaintance with 
oriental theories on the subject, What- 
ever the source, any ordinary reader has 
now the means of obtaining ‘a deep 
rich und melodious voice, based on the 
evolution of speech, physiologically and 
uavetialugioniey,” iu the methods here 
clearly and fully detailed, and in the 
exhaustive chives prepared to illustrate 
the phonetic constitution of language. 
‘There 1s a great deil of practical occult- 
ism embodied in Mr. Brown's system, 
and its comprehensiveness and lucidity 
are on an equality. 

Breathing, defects of speech. facial 
expression, melody, movement of words, 
pronunciation, the singing voice, stam- 
mering and stuttering, and imitation 
are only a few amoug the many topics 
dealt with. There 1s much food for 
thonght in the book intellectually as 
well as oratorically, and one realizes in 
reading it the truth of Mr, Brown's own 
remark that “Words are the result of 
ideas.” 

The voluine isa well-printed quarto 
of about 120 pages, is published at one 
dollar, and may be hud from the author 
at the Delsarte College, from the Lamp 
Oftice, or from the booksellers. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

Tax Compliments of the season to 
you. 

* + 
* 

ATTENTION is called to the liberal 
offers on page 7) made to those willing 
to assist in extending the circulation of 
THE Lamp, 


* * 
* 


Do not overlook the change of hour in 
the Sunday meetings, taking effect after 
New Year. It is expected that these 4 
o'clock meetings on Sunday afternoons 
will be a teature of the winter. 


THE CANADIAN BRANCHES. 

Kshanti T. S. President, Hessey W. 
Graves; Secretary, William H. Berridge, 
212 View St., Victoria, B. ©. 

Mount Royal T. S. President, Louis 
Trudeau; secretary, Dr, James H. 
Fulton, 2444 St. Catharine St,, Montreal, 
P, Q 

Toronto T. S. President, Samuel L. 
Beckett; Secretary, A. E. S. Smythe, 
w-~aga] Council Building, Toronto, 


“THE CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN” AND 
THEOSOPSRY, 


“The ‘Christian Guardian,” the om- 
cial organ in Canada of the Christian 


| Sect which excommunicated General 


Booth and which is still divided in the 
States over the Negro question, deemed 
it necessary, on the 5th inst., to swerve 
from the Tennysonian ideal which would 
“speak no slander, no, nor listen any,” 
in order to resuscitate a series of cal- 
umnies which have been repeatedly re- 


\futed, and whose publication was elab- 


orately apologized for by the New York 
“Sun” on the 26th September, 1892, as 
being without warrant or foundation. 
The tongue of the Guardian” is much 
like that of other people, as St. James 
describes, "a restless evil.” ‘‘Therewith 
bless we God the Father, and therewith 
curse we men which are made after the 
likeness of God." Theosophists are the 
particular men to be carsed on this oc- 
casion and the "Guardian" is very care: 
ful to quote what the opponents of 
theosophy have to say, and carefully to 
abstain from stating the views of tlieo- 
sophists themselves. We learn that 
what the “Guardian” assumes as ‘‘the 
professed marvels of theosophy, have 
been its chief attraction,” but if the 
“Guardian” had taken the pains to get 
first-hand information, asit easily could, 
even in Toronto, it might find cause to 
change this opinion. Theosophists do 
not profess ‘‘marvels,” though wany of 
them believa that greater works than 
those of old are quite possible for those 
who understand the laws governing the 
less generally known forces of nature, 
One can understand that the natural 
explanation and duplication of ancient 
phenomena might render it desirable to 
some to establish charges of itnposture, 
but certainly uot of those who prefer 
truth to preconceptions of truth. 

The “Guardian” says—surely not of 
theosophists—that ‘‘those who have 
studied the subject carefully tell us that 
the open creed is a jumble of ancient 
metaphysics and oriental occultism,” 
But this is exactly what those who bave 
studied the subject tell us Christianity 
is, and yet we don't think any less of 
St. Paul or St. Jolin on that account. 
And perhaps the most importaut claim 
of theosophy is—not of originality—bat 
of the existence of its main ideas under- 
lying the religious of all ages. Of tbe 
accusation of ‘‘nineteenth-century non- 
senga,” based on the evieuce of tha 
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“Westminster Gazette,” it may be re- 
marked that there are still certain hard- 
shell Tories who believe in the martyr- 
dom of St. Pigott. and the infallibility 
of the ‘‘Times’-Parnell letters. But, 
like the ‘‘Guardian,” these individuals 
are not up to date. 

4- It is tinie enough to take the “Guard- 
jan’s” denunciations of theosophy seri- 
ously when it displays any knowledge 
of The Secret Doctrine, for those 
who study that philosophy careful. 
ly do not occupy any of the posi- 


tions usually attributed to theoso- 
phists by the uninformed. As to 
the existence of secret forces in 


nature, one may contrast the opinion of 
the Venerable Isidore, Metropolitan of 
Kieff, on witnessing some of Madame 
Blavatsky’s phenomena, with that of 
Dr. Dewart. “There is no force,” said 
the Metropolitan,” that both in its 
essence and its manifestation does not 
proceed from the Creator. So long as 
you donot abuse the gifts given you, 
have ny uneasiness, We are by no 
means forbidden to investigate the hid- 
den forces of nature. One day they 
will be understood and utilized by man, 
though that is not yet. May the bless- 
ing of God rest on you my child!’ And 
he blessed her and made the sign of 
the cross. 

The “Guardian” onght to know by 
this time that theosophists have never 
claimed that ‘their exposition of things 
is more worthy of acceptauce than the 
sublime verities of the Christian re- 
ligion.” It does know that truth is true 
wherever found; that what is true in 
the Christian religion is true for the 
theosophist{and for all truth-seekers; and 
that none but a fool or a sectarian de 
sires to believe that which is not true, 
or will attempt to establish any mono 
poly in facts, Who denies the principle, 
for exawple, enunciated in the Bhagavad 
Gita chap. v., and summed up 3000 
years later in John xvii. 3? 

None are more earnest than theoso- 
pliists in inculcating the necessity of 
observing the teachings of Jesus, the 
Christ. Not, certainly, in their modi- 
fied modern form, but strictly in the 
spirit iu which they were given, oreven 
as we have therm recorded in the Gos- 
pels. 

The almost invariable first objection 
to theosopliy raised by misinformed 
church people is to the effect that theo 
soplists da not believe in the “blood of 
Christ," Now, I take it this is the very 
foundation of theosophy and occultism. 
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Theosophists certainly do not believe in 
a physical purification by means of the 
application of a materially constituted 
fluid of red and white corpuscles and 
serum, but neither, I fancy, does the 
“Guardian.” The ‘‘blood” is an im- 
age for the ‘‘life,” used by the 
sanguinary sorcerers of old, and 
adopted by the early church. It is this 
“life,” which Jesus more frequently 
symbolised by “water,” which the 
churches typify to this day iu the bap- 
tismal “mystical washing away of sin.” 
In this “life,” "the blood of God,” 
theosophists do most reverently and 
devoutly believe, as they doin the ‘‘sub- 
lime verities of the Christian,” and of 
all religions. They donot assume every- 
thing as a "verity," however. 

The Guardian hesitates to define a 
Mahatma from the difficulty it experi- 
ences in idealizing that which it con- 
ceives to have ‘‘no existence, except in 
the imagination of some credulous dupa 
or cunning kuaye." Which class does 
Max Muller come under when he says 
in the Nineteenth Century for October, 
“That there are Mahatmas in India and 
Tibet no ons would venture to deny?’ 
He had not heard of the “Christian 
Guardian” or the ‘‘Westminster Ga- 
zette,” evidently. 

But bow are all the millions and bil- 
lions who are dying and have died in 
ignorance to know of these things? The 
Masters aid whom they can, but men 
must first desire help and help them- 
selyes, and in this money-loving and un- 
charitable age men blindly hinder rather 
than help, and know not what they do 
or whom they serve. Can we not agree 
that the highest aspiration of each aims 
at the same mark, and that though there 
be Gods many and Lords many, yet to 
us there isone God and one Lord? In the 
"process of the suns,” as we return here 
life after life, our knowledge of the Ab- 
solute will gradually expand towards 
that fullness which accounts a thousand 
years as one day and one day as a thous- 
and years, we will lose our narrowness, 
and find in the many mansions of 
the Universe ample justification for 
the diversities of our present experi- 
ence, 


Ha prayeth weil who loveth wel! 
Both men and bird and beast; 
We prayeth best who loveth best. 
All things both great and small 
For the denr God who loveth us 
He made aud loveth all. 
—CoLERIDGr. 


4 a DAME 


OTHER MEN’S BIBLES. 


The Elements Shall Melt With Fervent 
Beat. 


When by dearth and fireall the worlds 
and Patalas (hells) are withered up.... 
the progress of elemental dissolution is 
begun, Then, first the waters swallow 
up the property of Earth (which is the 
tTudiment of smell), and Earth deprived 
of this property proceeds to destruction 
—and becomes one with water....when 
the universe is thus pervaded by the 
waves of the watery element, its rudi 


mentary flavor is locked up by the ele~ 


ments of fire... .on account of which the 
waters themselves ore destroyed. -..and 
become one with fire; and the Universe 
is, therefore, entirely filled with flame 
(ethereal) which gradually overspreads 
the whole world. While Space is one 
fiame, the element of wind seizes upon 
the rudimental property or form, 
which is the cause of ligit, and 
that being withdrawn (pralina) all 
becomes of the nature of air. 
The rudiment of form being destroyed, 
and Vibhavasu (fire) "deprived of its 
rudiment. air extingnishes fire and 
spreads over space, which is deprived of 
light when fire merges into air. Air, 
then, accompanied by sound. which is 
the source of Ether, extends everywhere 
thronghont the ten regions, until 
Ether seizes upon cohesion (Sparsa— 
Touch) its rudimental property, by the 
loss of which, air is destroyed, and KHA 
remains unmoditiei; devoid of form, 
flavor, touch (Sparsa), and smell, it ex- 
ists, embodied (murttimat) and vast, 
and pervades the whole Space. Akasn, 
whose churacteristic property and rudi- 
ment is sound (the Word”), occupies 
the whole containment of Space. 
Then the origin (Noumenou) of 
the Elements (Bhutadı), devours sound 
(collectie Demiurgos); and the 
hosts of Dhyan Chohans (Arch 
angels), and all the existing elements 
(Angels, etc.), are at once merged into 
their original. The primary Element. 
Consciousness, combined with tamasa 
(spiritual darkness) is itself disintegrated 
‘by MAHAT (the Universal Inteilect), 
whose characteristic property is Buddhi 
(wisdom) and earth and MAHAT are the 
inner and outer boundaries of the Uni- 
verse. [Thus as in the beginning] were 
the seven forms of Prakriti (nature) 
reckoned from MARAT to earth. so these 
seven successively re-enter each other, 
The Egg of Brahwa (Sarvamandala is 
dissolved in the waters that surround it, 
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with its seven zones ((wipas), seven 
oceans, seven regions. anid their moua- 
tains; the investure of water is drnnk by 
the fire; the (stratuin of) fire is absorb- 
ed by (that of) air; air blends itself with 
ether (Akasa); the Bhatadi (the origin, 
or rather the cause, of the primary ele- 
ment) devours the ether and is (itself) 
destroyed by MABAT (the Great, the 
Universal Mind), which along with ail 
these is seized upon by Prakriti ami dis- 
appears. The Prakriti (Nature) is es- 
sentially the sa:ue, whether discrete or 
iniliscrete; only that which is discrete 
is finally absorbed by and lost in the in- 
discrete. Puss (Spirit) also, which is 
one, pure, imperishable, eternal, all- 
peciwilng, is a portion of that Supreme 
Spirit which is all things. That Spirit 
(Sarvesa) which is other than (em bodiel) 
Spirit, and in which there are no ateri- 
butes of name, species (naman aad jati, 
or rupa, hence body rather than species), 
or the like—remains as the sole Exist- 
ence (Satta), . . . Prakriti (Nature) 
aud Purusha (Spirit) both resolving 
finally into SUPREME SPIRIT 


Translated from the Vishnu Purana, 
a Hindu Scripture, in “The Secret Doc- 
trine.” Vishnu is the second Person of 
the Hindu Trinity. 


SPARKS, 
Itis more blessed to give than re- 
ceive—especially when its only tronble. 


* & 
ers 


Do the politica! reforjuers of ull kinds 
ever remember that “My kingdom isuot 
of this world” 


+ * 
* 


If the revelations are continuea To. 
ronto will soon have nothicg to bide ber 
shame with but the little fig-leaf apron 
of Sabbatarianism. 

+ * 

“Cycle finish” is offered by Toe Lase 
as a translation for ‘fin-le-siecle.” You 
apply it like stove polish, and you are 
not up to date if you are not swesred 
over with it, but you must zo on wheels 
to fully appreciate its value. 

oS 


* 

“We don't believe in aistiuction of 
races,” cried the orator, as the man with 
the horse-shoe pin in his tie passed the 
crowd at the corner. “That's me every 
time, now. I do like steeple-clusing, 
but I make no distinctions. Jumping 
or runsing, trotting or pacing, I don’t 
care which, so long'sI can see them go." 
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RAYS. 


NorTsine more is reqnired of any liv- 
Ing soul than to do whatsoever appears 
to its conscience to be useful and just. 
—A. J. Davis. 

* * 

Ler your manner of life be without 
love of money, satisfiel with present 
circumstances; for He has said, In no 
wise will I leave you, nor in any wise 
will I forsake you.—Hebrews xiii: 5. 

+ * 


Gop's goodness is what I mean by 
goodness, He has really that character 
which we call good, just as Iunder 
stand goodness, just as I understand 
justice. only He is more perfectly just. 
and more perfectly good to all His 
creatures than lean understand. —Frau- 
ces Power Cobbe, 

+ = 


Say, we believe in Gop, and that 
which hath been sent down unto ns, 
and that which hath been sent down 
noto Abraham, and Ismael, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, and the tribes, and that 
which was delivered unto Moses, and 
Jesns, and that which was delivered 
unto the prophets from their LORD: We 
make no distinction between auy of 
them, and to Gop are we resigned.—The 
Koran, ch, vi. 


* + 

I admonish thee, whosoever thou art 
that desirest to dive into the inmost 
parta of nature; if that thon seelkest 
thon findest not within thee, thou wilt, 
never find it without thee, If thou 
knowest not the excellency of thine own 
house, why dost thou seek after the ex- 
cellency of other things? a W 
MAN, KNOW THYSELP; IN TREE IS HID THE 
TREASURE OF TREASURES. —A bipili. 

A * 

We are not saved by our knowledge, 
but by our aspirations and efforts, The 
real penitent at a Salvation Army meet- 
ing may be leagues ahead of many stu- 
dents ot The Secret Doctrine. It mat- 
ters not under what symbology, forms, 
creed, or language we approach it, the 
one great need of the human heart is to 
be taken back to the heart of its Father 
in Heaven and to be saved frown the 
bondage of the senses. We are all of 
Us, Who are earnest in our thoughts, 
striving for this: knowing weil, be we 
Methodists, Romanists, Buddhists or 
Theosophists, that it is the first great 
won toward the light,—H, Ernest Ni- 
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CHARLES KINGSLEY ON REINCARNA- 
TION. 


CMY For you know, when yon came 
into this world, and becamea landbaby, 
you remembered nothing. 

Then have you liveil before? 

My dear child, who can tell? One 
can only tell that, by remembering 
something whicli happened where we 
lived before; and as we remember noth- 
ing, ws know nothing about it; and no 
book, and no man, can ever tell us cer- 
tainly. 

There was a wise man once, a very 
wise man, aud a very good man, who 
wrote a poe u about the feelings which 
soine children have about having live? 
before, and this is what he sail: 

“Our birth is biit a sleep and a forgetting; 

The sonl that rises with us. our lite’s star, 
Hath elsewhere had its setting, 

And cometh from afar: 

Not io entire forgetfulness, 

And notin utter nakedness, 

Bul. trailing clouds of glory, do we come 
From God, whois our bome.” 

There. you can know nomore than 
that. But if I was vou, I would believe 
that. For then the great fairy Science, 
who is likely to be queen of all the 
fairies for many a year to come, can 
only do you good, and never do you 
harm; and iastead of fancying, with 
some people, that your body makea 
your soul, as if a steam-engiue could 
make its own coke; or, with some 
otber people, that your soul has nothing 
to do with your body, but is only stuck 
into it like a pin into a pin-cushion, to 
fallout with the first shake; you will 
believe the one true 

orthodox, 

rational, 

philosophical, 

logical, 

irrefragabla, 

nominalistic 

realistic, 

inductive, 

deductive, 

seductive, 

productive, 

salutar y 

comfortable, 
and on-all-accounts-to-be-received aoc-: 
trine of this wonderful fairy-tale; which: 
is, that your soul makes your body, just 
as a snail makes his shell. 

—Chap. iii, The Water-Babies 


Thon shalt not let thy senses make a 
playground of thy mind.—Voice of tha 
Silence. 
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SOURCES OF SPIRITUALISTIC COM- 
MUNICATIONS, 

Many factors have to be admitted as 
present in this question. Some of them 
may be described, but many must as yet 
remain untouchable. 

First. There are the minds (a) of the 
medium, and (b) of the sitter or sitters 
or enquirers. Neither can be left out of 
account, At once thisshouldshow how 
vast is the theme, for it is well known 
that the mind and its powers are but 
little known. ; 

Second. Occult psychological powers 

and faculties of all concerned. This 
would include the subconscious or sub- 
\liminal mind of the hypnotic schools. 
i Third. Physical memory, which is 
automatic, racial, national, and person- 
al. This is preseut at all times. To 
‘overlook itis simply blindness. To trace 
it is extremely difficult, requiring a 
trained mind and trained innersense. It 
is that memory which causes a child to 
catch at asupport even just at birth; it 
is the guide in sleep when often we do 
acts for preservation or otherwise; it 
brings up the hate that a man of one 
race way feel for ancther race after cen- 
turies of oppression or repulsion; it 
causes the cat, no matter Low young, to 
arch the back and expand the tail the 
moment a dog is near, To say that man, 
the one who is the last great product of 
all the material evolution, bas not this 
physical memory would-be folly, But 
I have not heard that the ‘spirits’ lave 
told of this, nor described it, nor indi 
cated how it may be traced, nor to what 
extent it acts in the simulation of con- 
scious intelligence. 

Fourth. Forces in their law and 
method wholly unknown to medium or 
sitters. These constitute the moving 
power, the writing force, the reflecting 
power, and all the vast number of hid- 
den powerful forces behind the veil of 
objective matter, 

Fifth. Entities of some kind or an 
other, unseen but present, whether 
elementals, ele:uentaries, shades, anels, 
nature spirits, or what not. 

Sixth. The Astral Light. the Ether, 
the Akasa, the Anima Mundi. 

Seventh, The Astral Body of medium 
and sitter. I have purposely put this 
by itself, for it has its own automatic 
aclion us much as the physical body. 
With it must be also noted its memory, 
its idiosyncrasies, whetber it is new for 
the person in question or whether it is 
one that has been used for more than 


one life, though each time in a different 
body. For if it be new to the present 
body, its memories and powers and 
peculiarities will be different from 
those of one that has actually been 
through several lives. It is not so 
rare in fact that the astral body 
is an old one; many mediums 
have strange powers because they have 
several distinct astral meniories due to 
so much prior experience in one astral 
body. This alone wonld furnish a field 
for study, but we have not heard of the 
“spirits” telling abourit, though some 
have shown that they experience these 
multiform personalities. 

Lastly, there is the great fact well 
known to those who have studied this 
subject from its occult side, that the 
personal inner self centered in the astval 
ore has the power not only to delnde 
itself, but also to delude the brain 
in the body and cause the person to 
think tbat a distinct other personal- 
ity and intelligence is speaking to the 
brain from other soheres, when it is 
from the astral self. Thisis for some 
people extremely dificnlt to grasp, 
as they canuot see how that which is 
apparently another person or entity 
may be themselves acting through the 
nieans of the dual consciousness of man. 
This dual consciousness acts for good or 
the opposite in accordance with the 
Karma and character of the inner, per- 
sonal self. It sometimes appears to a 
sensitive as another person asking him 
to d^ this, that, or the other, or exhort- 
ing to some line of conduct. or merely 
wearing some detinite expresssion but be- 
ing silent. The image seems to be another 
acts as another, i3 to all present percep- 
tion outside the perceiviog brain, and no 
wonder the sensitive thinks it to be ano- 
ther or does not know what to think. 
And if the present birth bapppens to be 
oùe in which strong psychic power is 
a part of the nature, the delusion may 
be all the greater.—-William Q. Judge, 
in October Path. 


ii 1) Lyrics, Son- 
Poems Grave and Gray,” me Stez 
Pennut Ballads, by Albert E. S. Sorythe, 184 pp, 


cloth, wilh portrait, pase tree $l, from THR 
Lamp Otce, and ut all Booksellers. 


“Unusually smooth and musical."—Buffalo 
Express. 

“Light, easy and graceful,"—London Gra- 
phic. 

“Figely artistic." — New York Independent. 

“With avein of simple, unobtrusive piety.” 
—Bellevilie Inrellizonter,. 
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PERSONAL NOTES, 


* Clande Falls Wright is lecturing in 
Obio on an itinerary which brings him 
to Denver, Colorado. 

* “The Chap Book” for 1st November, 
Bliss Carman’s brilliant micromagazine. 
has a print of “A Priest of Ra” by 
Claude Fayette Braydon. 

* “Sepharial” foretells strife in Ire: 
land and the establishment of a Gov- 
ernment at Dublin before 1901. Russia 
will conclude an alliance with Afghan- 
istan after that date. 

* The American Asiatic and Sanskrit 
Society has been organized in New 
York under the Presidency of William 
Q. Judge to further publicly Asiatic 
research‘and the Sanskrit revival. 

* Mrs. Besant has had the most en- 
thusiastic and crowded audiences in the 
Australian cities, having to mike repeat 
engagements to be filled on her return 
from New Zealand to which she sailed 
oa her birthday, 1st October. 

* Dr, Talmage quotes Isaiah Ixv, 20, 
as astandard of the normal age of men. 
and instances the fact that in the reign 
of Vespasian 45 people were found of 
135 years old, while in the 16th century 
Peter Zartan lived to185. Old Parr was 
159. 

* Mr. Harry Steele Budd, 144 Madison 
Ave., New York, is receiving subscrip: 
tions for Dr. Cuas, H. S. Davis’ fine 
edition of the Egyptian Bible, “The 
Book of the Dead.” It is a large folio 
of 186 pages and $Y full page plates from 
the press of G. P. Putuaim’s Sons. 

* George Francis Train eats nothing 
but ginger snaps, crackers, fruits and 
nots. He has never used tobacco or 
liquors, and is only intemperate in his 
use of the Turkish Bath, of which it is 
said he bas taken more than any man 
alive. At 65 he has never used glasses, 
and boasts of remarkabie health, never 
having occasion to blow his nose, and 
Tarely sneezing or yawning, 

* Mr, Edmund Russell has been cap. 
tivating London by recifations in char- 
acter from Sir Eitwin Arnold's “Light 
of Asia.” The Saviour is presented ia 
the marvellously picturesane costume 
of an Oriental Prince, and the audience 
have a ‘living picture’ of the Lord. 
But thisis nothing after Oberammergan, 
and we may expect shortly to hear the 
Sermon on the Mountgivenin chivacter. 
Mrs, Mountford hag been preparing us 
by her admirable illustrations of the 
real life of Palestiue. 
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THE MONTH TO COME. 

Wednesday, Dec. 19, 8 p.m., ‘Modern 
Theosophy,” pp. 131-139, ‘'‘ Prehis- 
toric Races.” 

Friday, Dee. 21, 8 p.m.. “What Theoso- 
piy Is." 

Sunday, Der 23, 9.45 a.m., Acts xxv, 
and xxv’. 

Sunday, Dee 23, 7 p.m.. “Wht The- 
osophy Offers You.” Mr. Pors, 

Sunday, Dec. 23, 8 p.m.. “Seer 

- trine," Book I, Pt. II, Sec. K 

Seven Creations,” 

Wednesday, Dec. 26, 8 p.m., “Modern 
Theosophy; pp. 139-151, “ The 
Monad" and “Nirvana.” 

Friday, Dec. 28, 8 p.m., “Earth an Aca- 
demy.” 

Sunday, Dec. 30, 9.45 a.m., Acts xxvii. 
and xxviii. 

Sunday, Dec. 30, 7 p.m., “Why Are 
There Infidels in a Christian Coun- 
try?” Mrs. Brown. 

Sunday, Dec. 30. 8 p.n., “Secret Doc- 
trine,” Book I. Part II, Sec. XIV 
and XV, “The Four Elements.” 

Wednesday, Jun, 2, 8 p.m., ‘‘Molern 
Theosophy,” pp. 152-162, "The Mas- 
ters.” 

Friday, Jan. 4, 8 p.m., ‘Theosophy and 
the Alcohol Question." 

Sunday, Jan. 6, 4 p.m., “Science and 
the Secret Doctrine Contrasted.” 
Mr. Smythe 

Sunday, Jan. 6,7 p.m., “What Must I 
Do To Be Saved?” Mr. Titus. 

Wednesday, Jan, 9, 8 p.m., ‘Modern 
Theosophy,” pp. 162-171, “Masters.” 

Friday, Jun. 11,8 pan., “Some Aspects 
of Man,” 

Sunday, Jan. 13, 4 p.in., “The Philoso- 
phy of the Churches.” Myr, Smythe, 

Sunday, Jan, 13, 7 p.m., “Hope.” Mr. 
Beckett. 

Wednesday, Jan. 16, 8 p.m., “Modern 
Theosophy,” pp. 152-188. 

These meetings are held in the Socie- 
ty’s Hall, 865 Spadina avenue, and the 
public are cordially invited to attend on 
Fridays and Sundays Note the change 
of hour after New Year. 


C- 
“1e 


In “The Theosophic Gleaner” (Bom- 
bay) a short article on Indian Music bas 
some valuable information, whiie a re- 
ply to the “Times of India” betokens 
local activity. The “Journal of the 
Maha-Bodhi Society” (Calcutta) is full 
of facts and teaching which overthrows 
continually the assnmptions of western 
writers regarding Baddhism. 


BLACK MAGIC AND WRITE. 


— 


The distinction between Black and 
White Magic is in motryE only; the 
forces used are the same. There must 
be a perfect and complete altruism, an 
utter abandonment of self before we 
can rise to the planes of Mesmerism and 
White Magic. The sweetest, purest, 
most ethereal ‘Christian Scientist” who 
accepts a fee for her “denial” that her 
patient is ill or ker affirmation that he 
is well. has taken the first step on the 
declivity which will sooner or later lend 
to the awful precipices of the Black 
Magician, from which there is no 
escape; for there is the element of self. 
no matter how seemingly justifiable, 
which will prove the germ that will ul- 
timately poison her whole being. The 
operations of most “healers” baye this 
in common with White Magic and 
Mesmerism, that heir “suggestions” 
are made with the subject in fuli pos- 
session of all his mental faculties and 
consciousness. and are not accompanies 
with the soul-tainting, will-destroyind 
obsessing vampirism of the hypnotic 
“sleep.” Itis true that the latter may 
be apparently justified in order to over- 
come a peculiarly stubborn will or 
vicious babit, but where it is resorted 
to, the motive ought to be as pure as 
the suow upon the heights of the Him- 
alayas.—Jerome A. Anderson, M.D., in 
“Reincarnation.” 

NOT A LIVING BELIEF. 


á notice that Dean Jones at the Minis- 
terial Association stated that on a pre- 
vious revival he bad twenty cards intro- 
ducing converts, and that ont of these 
only two took the matter seriously after 
the wave had passed. To those believ- 
ing with the revivalist, the saving of 
even two might be esteemed the most 
glorious worl of the century, If weac 
cept orthodoxy’s idea of the frightfal 
eulferings of the damned, the snatching 
of two brands from the burning and the 
saving to thew of millions nand biilions 
of years of torture isin itself such an 
engrossing, all absorbing and magnifi- 
cent rescne that neither tongue nor pen 
cun describe the grindenur of the feat. 
That the clergy and the elect are not 
spending both nights and days in en- 
sari the complete safety of the Gfteen 
hundred who “stood up,” seems to uie 
to indicate the absence of a living be- 
lief in the horrors of the other thing,— 
“Don” in Saturday Night. 
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THE THEOSOPHAICAL SOCIETY. 

The Theosophical Society is not a 
secret or political organization. It was 
was founded in New York in November, 
1875. Its objects are: 

1. To form a nucleus of a Universal 
Brotherhood of Humanity, without dis- 
tinction of race. creed, sex, caste or 
color. 

2. To promote thestudyof Aryan and 
other Eastern literatures. religions and 
sciences. and demonstrate the impor- 
tance of that study. 

3. To investigate unexplained laws of 
nature and the psychical powers latent 
in man, 

kag 

The only essential requisite to become 
a member of the Society is “To believe 
in Universal Brotherhood as a Principle, 
and to endeavor to practice it consis- 
tently.” ~ 

No person's religions opinions are 
asked upon his joining, nor is interfer- 
ence with them permitted; but everyone 
is required, before admission, to promise 
to show towards his fellow-:nembers 
the same tolerance in this respect as he 
Claims for himself. 

* 

Attendance at the following meetings 
of the Toronto Theosophical Society, 
365 Spadina Avenue, is invited: 


* 
Suypay, 9.45 a. m. to 10.45 a. m, Seripture 
Class. 
Suxpay. 7 p. m. Public Mcetiog, at which 


Thoosophical Addresses and Readings ara 
given by members, 

Suspay, 8 p: m., Class for the study of “Che 
Secret Doctrine.” 


PFiipay, 8p m. to 10 p. m., Public Meeting for 
the informal discussion of tha World's Re- 
licions, Sciences awd Yhilowphies. Thig 
Meetingis specially Intended for those who 
are unacquainted with Lheosophicnl ideas, 
and who seck information, 


* 


A meeting for the members of the 
Society is held Wednesday evenings, 
Persons desiring to join the Society 
should apply to oue of the officers or 
members. The entrance fee is 31,50. 
Annual aubscription, $1.00. 


Books muy be had from the Society's 
Library on application to the Librarian., 

The prograi tne for the ensning month 
will be found on another page, 


The down town office of the Society 
will be fount! in the Medicnl Conneil 
Building, 157 Bay street, and is usually 
open between the hours of 10 und 4, 
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WHAT TO EAT, 

In one of F. ©. Burnand’s comedies 
one character, whose curiosity is ob 
jectionable, wants to know what an- 
other lived npon while in Mexico. “What 
did you eat?” he enquires. "What we 
could get.” “And pray. what did yon 
eet?” “We got hungry,” is the crush- 
ing rejoinder. 

The dietetic fads, fallacies and philo 
sophies which are offered to this age of 
cookery and starvation are enongh to 
bewilder the unfortunate dyspeptic, 
who ‘fain wad cat," and the scarcely 
less fortunate wights who “hae nae 
meat,” and itis almost surprising that 
men survive at all when one considers 
all the elements to be consulted, 
stomach, experience, purse, wife or 
boarding ma'am. which enter into the 
selection of our daily food, 

Dr. Salisbury would have us all flesh. 
eaters like cats. Dr. Ryder would have 
us eating grain like horses, another 
philosupher would have us eat fish like 
the whales, still another would restrict 
us to vegetables, while a fifth recot- 
mends fruits and nuts, andl a sixth tells 
you to “eatanything that won't sneak 
to you.” 

Dr. Deusmore’s theories regarding the 
evil effects of a starch diet are coming 
to be regarded with some respect. The 
eating of bread and all otherstarch con- 
taining foods leads to degeneration of 
the arteries and intestinal maladies. So 
he discards all the so called stapies of 
life and recommends u cheaper, pleas- 
anter, cleaner, labor-saving, and whole- 
somer diet in whut he calls the "natural 
feod" of man. Absolute immnunity 
from disease is guaranteed to those who 
follow the presuribed diet in a regu- 
lar and systematic fashion, with 
clear brain. comely appeurance, 
entire absence of fatigue, and an abund 
ant vitality that will carry one buoyant: 
ly along for a hundred and twenty years 
in all ordinary cases. 

Dr, Densmore is not unreasonable in 
his views as the following nove shows. 
“We urge that all fruits in their season 
—including fgs, dates, bananas, prunes, 
Tiisins, and apples, ete., fresh and dried, 
each of many varieties,—be substitured 
for bread und other grain foods and 
starch vegetables; and experience 
teaches us that this course will be found 
by a brief experiment highly beneficial, 
alike to the weat-eater and tne vegetar- 
tan. All persons about to experiment 
with the non starch food system are 
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urged at first not to use nuts; but to use 
instead whatever animal food they have 
been accustomed to. -The central fea 
ture of thesystetn consists in abstention 
from bread, cereals, and starch vege- 
tables, and the liberal use of food 
fruits.” 

All the berries in season, apples. pears, 
peaches, plums, apricots, etc. oranges 
and lemons, grapes, bananas, melons of 
all kinds, figs. dates, pruves, raisins and 
currants, all kinds of nuts especially 
hazel, brazil, pine kernels, chestnuts, 
almonds, walnuts, pecans, butterriuts, 
and milk, honey, and eggs are among 
the natural food eaters’ articles of diet, 
Water is the only drink recommended 
and very little is necessary with fresn: 
fruits. For hard physical or meatal 
work of 120r13 honrs a duy half a- 
pound of fresh raw fruit (apples, etc.,’ 
is recommended an hour before break- 
fast. For breakfast 2 or 3 ounces of 
nuts issuggested with 6 or 8 ounces of 
dates. figs, etc., or prunes, raisins, stew- 
ed if preferred, and a little soft fruit of 
any kind, or honey, or milk; for dinner 
the same proportions mity be followed 
varying the fruits ornats nsed, and sim 
ilarly for supper. Any jam or pre- 
served fruits may be nsed moderately. 
This diet cures and prevents diabetes. 


TO READERS AND SULBSCRINERS 


We issue 5000 copies of Tat LAMP, 
and intend to distribute them monthly 
in one of several districts into which we 
have divided Toronto. 

w + è 

If you get à Lamp this month 1t may 
be some wonths before you see one 
again, as we will go over all the other 
sections before we return to yours. 

+ * t 
- If you would like to hava Tae Laon 
delivered to you every month sene 
your name and address with 25 cents to 
our office and you will be supplied regu 
larly for a year. 

ek 

Subscriptions will be reckoned fron 
the first number issued after receipt ov 
subscription. Only afew copies of the 
early nuinbers remain and may be had 
at tive cents each, 

E te t 

Subscribers ata distance may remit 
in postage stamps for snimis less thar 
one dullar. Bills or postal orders arg 
preferred for larger uroounts. 

Se DE Se 


Tar Lamp, 25 cents a year. 
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NOTES ON THE MAGAZINES, 

All the magazines for the past month 
present features of absorbing interest. 
The prominence given to Madame Bla- 
vatsky is notable. ‘‘Lucifer” has the 
first instalment of a translation from 
the ‘Nouvelle Revue” of her sister, 
Madame _  Jelihovsky’s biographical 
sketch, while in “The Path" is begun 
the publication of H. P. B.’s letters to 
her relatives. These straightforward 
accounts to her own family of her ex- 
periences will probably arouse equal in- 
terestand enmity. Letter eviii. in Luci- 
fer’s interesting series of “Unpublished 
Letters of Eliphas Levi” is of more value 
than usual to the public. ‘The Path,” 
as usual, is practical and helpful. The 
renewed literary activity of “Julins” is 
a distinct gain to the movement, and 
"The Screen of Time” in “The Path” 
and "Letters to a Lodge” in “The Irish 
Theosophist,” have a welcome and fam- 
iliar tone. Mr. Sinnett’s note in the 
latter journal on the withdrawal of 
Masters’ aid is important, “How the 
matter is regarded by the Higher Au- 
thorities is this: The momentum of the 
T. S. asit now stands is abundantly 
sufficient to carry it over the cyclic 
crisis now approaching. In the course 
of the coming century the knowledge at 
present held by a comparatively small 
nuinber, will be generally diffused 
throughont the cultured classes.” ‘The 
paths of the higher spiritual initiation 
are still open to those qualified to tread 
them.” & A. H. Brereton has a strong 
article on the sex question, 


BODE'S LAW. 


The distance of the planet Neptune! 
bad been theoretically deduced from aj 
well-known empirical law called “Bode’s | 
Law,” which, however, was first given | 
out by Titius. Itis as follows. Sturt 
ing from 0 put down the number 3, and 
double successively, thus; 


0 8 6 12 2 48 96 192 384 
Add four to each of these numbers: 
4 7 10 16 28 52 100 196 358 


Now it happeus that these numbars 
represent the successive distances of the 
planets from the Sun, even of the stuall 
planets. which were not known at the 
time this law was promuigated for the 
first tiine. The orbit of Mercury is ex- 
pressed by the number 4, that of Venns 
by 7; the Earth by 10; Mars by 16; 28 
describes the mean orbit of the Aster- 
oids; Jupiter's is expressed by 52; Sat- 


urn’s by 100; and Uranus’ by 196, Ac- 
cording to this there seemed a legiti- 
mate right to place the new planet at 
the distance of 388. Now the renl dis- 
tance of Neptune is only 300; and it is 
to this irregularity of the series starting 
from Uranus that we must attribate the 
disagreement which exists in reality be- 
tween the elements of the theoretical 
prediction of Neptune and those given 
by ulterior observation. —Flatmwaarion’s 
“Wonder of the Heavens." 


ROBERT BROWNING ON DEATH. 


Death, death! It is this harping on 
death I despise so much; this idle and 
often cowardly and ignorant harping! 
Why should we not change like every- 
thing else? In fiction, in postry, in so 
much of both, French as well as Eng- 
lish, and, I am told, in American art 
and literature, the shadow of death— 
call it what you will, despuir. negation, 
indifference—is upon us. Bat what 
fools who talk thus! Why, amico mio, 
you know as well as I that death is life, 
just as our daily, our momentarily 
dying body is none tbe less alive and 
ever recruiting new forces of existence. 
Without death, which is our crape-like, 
churchyardy word for change, for 
growth, there conld be no prolongation 
of that which we call life. Pshaw! itis 
foolish to argue upon such a thing even. 
For myself, I deny death as an end of 
everything. Never say of me that I am 
dead.—Sharp’s Life. 


THIS WILL HELP YOU TO THINK. 


Is this sheet of papera surface? No; 
it has a surface above and a surface be- 


‘low. And if you were to split—not the 
| sheet of paper, for that would be im 


possible—but the sheet of space in which 
the paper is, into a million sheets, and 
to-morrow one of those again into a mil- 
lion sheets, and thenext day one of those 
into a million sheets, and if you kept up 
that process for a million years, the in- 
conceivably thin sheet that you would 
have atthe end would still be room, with 
a surface above and a surface below; it 
would be no nearer to being itself asur- 
face than when you began, You see it 
is Quite easy to say that a surfuce takes 
up no room; but it is not so easy to real- 
ise the enormous guif that is fixe be- 
tween very little and none at all, And 
when Euclid tells you tnat asurface has 
length and breadth, but no thickness, 
he means exactly what we have just 
been observing —Wiliiam i<tinsdonu Olf- 
ford, 


